What the publisher wouldn’t allow:

They have a corporate policy not to include any brand names….. Of course, I was distressed because one of the first things you need to get help with is what to buy to get started!  So anyway, here’s what I recommend since it works best for me:

Thread:  I like Silamide best, but many of my students like the Nymo better.  Both work well.

Beads:  I recommend Japanese rocailles,  in other word, Japanese but NOT Delicas.  This is because Japanese beads have larger holes than the Czech beads so are easier to use in any design.  And not Delicas because they are shaped like a tube, you want a rounder shape so the beads work better on curves.  The Dyna-mites from Fire Mountain are a great sz 11 bead for a great price.  They also have the Myuki sz 15 rocailles for the bezel row and good prices.

Glue:  I use Alene’s Tacky Glue  to glue the cabochon on to the under backing. I also use it to glue the outer-backing to the under-backing. This is available at any craft store. When I need a powerful glue, I use The Welder glue.  This is available at Walmart (in the hardware dept) or at a hardware store.  For an epoxy, (like gluing a pin back to the metal) I use Epoxy 220, but you can use any epoxy or “metal to metal” glue….  (epoxy glue is the kind you have to mix together)

Needles:  Don’t buy bead needles from a craft store!  These are not really beading needles even though they are labeled that way.  Get from a bead store or bead shop online.  I like   John James brand, sz 12, 2 inch long.   I also like the St Thomas brand.  Both are made in England.  I avoid any made in India, they are not made well, too thick for a small thread hole.

Under backing:  The ultimate best for me is Lacy’s Stiff Stuff.   It is made specifically for cabochon beadwork!  You can get at many bead shops, Fire Mountain and Shipwreck beads.  It only comes in white so get some permanent magic markers to color it.  Actually, I paint it with liquid Rit Dye and let it dry!  

Outer backing:  The ultimate best for me is Ultra Suede.  I don’t like leather since it has a tendency to tear when the stitches are close together.  You can get a great bag of scraps from Fields Fabrics online!  It is under $10 and lots of colors in the bag.  The pieces you need are small enough so that the whole bag is usable.  Great deal!   

Ultra Suede is also a good underbacking!  I like the Lacys Stiff Stuff better but many of my students like to use the Ultra Suede more…. Both work well when you are making a basic beaded cabochon.  However, if you are going to make a large, multi-cabochon piece like a broad collar, I would never use Ultra Suede for that since it doesn’t hold it’s shape as well as the Lacy’s Stiff Stuff.

